Education

This session will consider issues and questions arising from the CHOGM 2011 Communiqué
(http://bit.ly/ueOhgK) and the Commonwealth Civil Society Statement, also presented to

CHOGM (http://bit.ly/tbodI3).

Problems

All countries are exposed to the current economic and financial crisis. Many have been
facing recession which is likely to continue into 2012. In some cases, Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is expected to shrink markedly and unemployment to rise sharply.

This is likely to affect education and training through multiple channels with impacts on:

public budgets, with non-education measures crowding out education spending and with
spending cuts within educations

shifting demand for education at different levels, from early childhood education and care
through to adult learning

education providers dealing with the quality of learning environments

shifting enrolment patterns

cost-drivers and rigidities; and financial strains

labour markets and the demands for skills

Short-term responses could include:

incorporating education elements in fiscal stimulus and budgetary packages

using evidence to focus budgetary reductions on measures that have less impact on
quality

maintaining equity and protecting the most vulnerable

providing transitional measures in the labour market

Medium-term responses could include:

clarifying what competencies education systems need to provide to support economic
and social wellbeing

improving the efficiency, effectiveness and equity of the delivery of education

integrating education more effectively with other strategies for promoting economic and
social wellbeing, both domestically and internationally

Questions

Which impacts of the current crisis are of greatest concern for education & training?
What are the arguments for and against different policy options in response to the crisis?

How can international organisations such as the Commonwealth help countries shape
educational policy responses to the crisis?

Is education a human right or a tradeable commodity?

CSC Professional Networks

This network produces a quarterly e-newsletter. If you are interested in being added to the
mailing list, please visit http:/bit.ly/cscuk-professional-networks where links will take you
through to the registration page.
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