
Education 
 
This session will consider issues and questions arising from the CHOGM 2011 Communiqué 
(http://bit.ly/ueOhqK) and the Commonwealth Civil Society Statement, also presented to 
CHOGM (http://bit.ly/tbodI3). 
 
Problems 
 
All countries are exposed to the current economic and financial crisis. Many have been 
facing recession which is likely to continue into 2012. In some cases, Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) is expected to shrink markedly and unemployment to rise sharply.    
 
This is likely to affect education and training through multiple channels with impacts on: 
• public budgets, with non-education measures crowding out education spending and with 

spending cuts within educations 
• shifting demand for education at different levels, from early childhood education and care 

through to adult learning 
• education providers dealing with the quality of learning environments 
• shifting enrolment patterns 
• cost-drivers and rigidities; and financial strains 
• labour markets and the demands for skills 
 
Short-term responses could include: 
• incorporating education elements in fiscal stimulus and budgetary packages 
• using evidence to focus budgetary reductions on measures that have less impact on 

quality 
• maintaining equity and protecting the most vulnerable 
• providing transitional measures in the labour market 
 
Medium-term responses could include: 
• clarifying what competencies education systems need to provide to support economic 

and social wellbeing 
• improving the efficiency, effectiveness and equity of the delivery of education 
• integrating education more effectively with other strategies for promoting economic and 

social wellbeing, both domestically and internationally 
 
Questions 
 
- Which impacts of the current crisis are of greatest concern for education & training? 
 
- What are the arguments for and against different policy options in response to the crisis? 

 
- How can international organisations such as the Commonwealth help countries shape 

educational policy responses to the crisis?  
 
- Is education a human right or a tradeable commodity? 
 
CSC Professional Networks 
This network produces a quarterly e-newsletter. If you are interested in being added to the 
mailing list, please visit http://bit.ly/cscuk-professional-networks where links will take you 
through to the registration page. 
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 s
ys

te
m

. B
ec

au
se

 o
f t

he
 c

on
st

ra
in

ts
 o

f
Ch

in
a’

s e
co

no
m

ic
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

St
at

e 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re

 o
n 

ed
u-

ca
tio

n 
ha

s 
no

t r
ea

ch
ed

 th
e 

pl
an

ne
d 

an
nu

al
 g

oa
l o

f 4
 p

er
ce

nt
 o

f G
D

P.
 E

ve
n 

in
 2

00
7,

 w
he

n 
th

e 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re

 o
n 

ed
u-

ca
tio

n 
w

as
 c

om
pa

ra
tiv

el
y 

hi
gh

, t
he

 o
ut

la
y 

w
as

 o
nl

y 
3.

32
pe

r c
en

t o
f G

D
P 

(5
), 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
ly

 lo
w

er
 th

an
 in

 d
ev

el
op

ed
co

un
tr

ie
s.

 P
ar

ad
ox

ic
al

ly
, a

t t
he

 e
nd

 o
f t

he
 1

99
0’

s,
 h

ig
he

r
ed

uc
at

io
n 

in
 C

hi
na

 s
aw

 fa
st

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t, 
an

d 
th

e 
gr

os
s

en
ro

lm
en

t 
ra

tio
 in

cr
ea

se
d 

qu
ic

kl
y 

fro
m

 9
.8

 p
er

 c
en

t 
in

19
98

 to
 2

3 
pe

r c
en

t i
n 

20
07

(6
). 

Th
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f s
tu

de
nt

s
in

 u
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

 a
nd

 c
ol

le
ge

s 
is

 n
ow

 m
or

e 
th

an
 2

7 
m

ill
io

n,
an

d 
w

ith
in

 ju
st

 a
 fe

w
 y

ea
rs

 th
e 

sc
al

e 
of

 h
ig

he
r e

du
ca

tio
n

en
ro

lm
en

t i
n 

Ch
in

a 
be

ca
m

e 
th

e 
fir

st
 in

 th
e 

w
or

ld
.

H
ow

ev
er

, b
ec

au
se

 o
f t

hi
s r

ap
id

 in
cr

ea
se

, C
hi

na
’s

 in
st

i-
tu

tio
ns

 o
f h

ig
he

r e
du

ca
tio

n 
ar

e 
in

 d
es

pe
ra

te
 n

ee
d 

of
 m

on
-

ey
 if

 th
ey

 a
re

 to
 m

ai
nt

ai
n 

qu
al

ity
; w

hi
le

 th
e 

St
at

e 
ca

nn
ot

pr
ov

id
e 

su
ffi

ci
en

t f
in

an
ci

al
 su

pp
or

t. 
In

 su
ch

 c
irc

um
st

an
ce

s,
m

an
y u

ni
ve

rs
iti

es
 a

nd
 c

ol
le

ge
s c

ho
se

 to
 b

or
ro

w
 m

on
ey

 fr
om

ba
nk

s.
 A

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 s

ta
tis

tic
s,

 b
y 

20
07

 th
e 

de
bt

s 
of

 C
hi

-
ne

se
 h

ig
he

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

in
st

itu
tio

ns
 h

ad
 r

ea
ch

ed
 a

ro
un

d
19

.8
6 

bi
lli

on
 E

ur
os

 (7
). 

At
 th

at
 ti

m
e,

 th
er

e 
w

er
e 

23
21

 h
ig

h-
er

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
in

st
itu

tio
ns

 o
f a

ll 
ki

nd
s 

(8
), 

w
hi

ch
 is

 a
n 

av
er

-
ag

e 
of

 8
.5

4 
m

ill
io

n 
Eu

ro
s.

 
Th

e 
cu

rr
en

t f
in

an
ci

al
 c

ris
is

 a
gg

ra
va

te
s 

su
ch

 te
ns

io
ns

.
Fi

rs
t t

he
 S

ta
te

’s
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l in
ve

st
m

en
t h

as
 b

ee
n 

re
du

ce
d

co
m

pa
ra

tiv
el

y. 
At

 a 
20

08
 fo

ru
m

 o
n 

Th
e 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l C
ris

is:
 B

ro
ad

-
en

in
g 

D
om

es
tic

 N
ee

d 
an

d 
Ch

in
a’

s E
co

no
m

ic
 S

tr
at

eg
y, 

Zh
ou

Q
ife

ng
, t

he
 p

re
si

de
nt

 o
f 

Pe
ki

ng
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

, s
ai

d 
th

at
 t

he
fin

an
ci

al
 c

ris
is

 h
ad

 a
lre

ad
y 

le
d 

to
 s

uc
h 

te
ns

io
ns

 in
 fi

na
nc

-
in

g 
hi

gh
er

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
in

st
itu

tio
ns

. O
ne

 o
f t

he
 c

hi
ef

 re
as

on
s

w
as

 th
at

: “
…

th
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t’s

 r
ev

en
ue

 w
as

 a
ffe

ct
ed

 a
nd

th
e 

ou
tla

y 
on

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
fe

ll 
co

rr
es

po
nd

in
gl

y”
 (9

). 
Be

si
de

s g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ub
si

dy
, t

ui
tio

n 
fe

es
, s

oc
ia

l d
on

a-
tio

ns
, s

oc
ia

l g
ro

up
 a

nd
 p

er
so

na
l f

un
ds

 a
re

 b
ec

om
in

g 
im

po
r-

ta
nt

 s
ou

rc
es

 o
f 

hi
gh

er
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

fin
an

ce
 in

 C
hi

na
. T

he
fin

an
ci

al
 c

ris
is

 h
as

 a
ls

o 
le

ad
 to

 a
 re

du
ct

io
n 

in
 th

e 
av

ai
la

bi
l-

ity
 o

f s
uc

h 
fu

nd
s.

 S
uc

h 
fin

an
ci

al
 c

on
st

ra
in

ts
 re

st
ric

t u
ni

-
ve

rs
iti

es
 a

nd
 c

ol
le

ge
s’

 in
te

gr
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
nd

 in
flu

en
ce

po
st

-g
ra

du
at

e 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

as
 a

 p
ar

t o
f h

ig
he

r e
du

ca
tio

n,
 th

e

W
ei

te
rb

ild
un

g
2|

20
10

Ta
bl

e 
2,

 2
00

4~
20

07
’s

 P
os

t-
G

ra
du

at
es

Ye
ar

s
G

ra
du

at
es

In
cr

ea
se

 o
n 

Pe
r 

ce
nt

(m
as

te
rs

, d
oc

to
rs

)
Pr

ev
io

us
 Y

ea
r

20
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0,
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0
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,7
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.7
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%

20
05
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9,
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0
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,9

00
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.8
0 

%

20
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25
5,
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0

66
,2

00
25

.8
7 

%

20
07
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1,

80
0

55
,9

00
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4

%

D
at

a 
So

ur
ce

: N
at

io
na

l S
ta

ti
st

ic
s 

Co
m

m
un

iq
ue

 o
f

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

Re
fe

re
nc

es
 |

[1
] [

2]
 T

he
 in

tr
od

uc
ti

on
 o

f
th

e 
in

te
gr

al
 s

it
ua

ti
on

 o
f C

hi
-

na
’s

 e
du

ca
ti

on
’s

 o
pe

nn
es

s,
an

d 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 s
it

ua
ti

-
on

s 
of

 o
ve

rs
ea

s 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

s
w

el
l a

s 
fo

re
ig

n 
st

ud
en

ts
 in

Ch
in

a.
 T

he
 o

ff
ic

ia
l w

eb
si

te
of

 th
e 

M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 E
du

ca
ti

on
of

 P
R

 C
hi

na
, 2

5 
M

ar
ch

 2
00

9.
[3

] W
an

g 
D

ew
en

, 5
 F

eb
ru

ar
y

20
09

, T
he

 C
ha

ng
es

 o
f C

hi
-

na
’s

 e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t a
nd

 p
ro

-
sp

ec
t p

re
di

ct
io

n 
[N

], 
G

ua
ng

-
m

in
g 

D
ai

ly
.

[4
] C

he
n 

Xi
ha

n,
 1

5 
Ja

nu
ar

y
20

09
, T

he
 s

ta
ti

ng
 s

al
ar

y 
of

gr
ad

ua
te

s 
sl

ip
s 

ar
ou

nd
 1

3%
[N

], 
Li

be
ra

ti
on

 T
im

es
; L

i F
en

-
gl

ia
ng

, D
in

g 
Xi

ao
ha

o 
an

d 
W

.
Jo

hn
 M

or
ga

n,
 2

00
9,

 H
ig

he
r

ed
uc

at
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
st

ar
ti

ng
w

ag
es

 o
f g

ra
du

at
es

 in
Ch

in
a,

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l J
ou

rn
al

of
 E

du
ca

ti
on

al
 D

ev
el

op
-

m
en

t,
 2

9,
 4

, p
p.

 3
74

-8
1.

 
[5

] S
ta

ti
st

ic
s 

of
 2

00
7’

s
na

ti
on

al
 e

du
ca

ti
on

 e
xp

en
di

-
tu

re
 a

nn
ou

nc
ed

 b
y 

th
e

M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 E
du

ca
ti

on
, t

he
N

at
io

na
l B

ur
ea

u 
of

 S
ta

ti
s-

ti
cs

 a
nd

 th
e 

M
in

is
tr

y 
of

Fi
na

nc
e.

 T
he

 o
ff

ic
ia

l w
eb

si
te

of
 th

e 
M

in
is

tr
y 

of
 E

du
ca

ti
on

of
 P

R
 C

hi
na

, 2
1 

N
ov

em
be

r
20

08
.

[6
] [

8]
 2

00
7’

s 
na

ti
on

al
 s

ta
ti

s-
ti

ca
l a

nn
ou

nc
em

en
t o

f e
du

-
ca

ti
on

al
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t [

N
].

Ch
in

a’
s 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
N

ew
sp

a-
pe

r, 
5 

M
ay

 2
00

8.
[7

] T
he

 S
ec

re
ta

ry
 o

f M
in

is
tr

y
of

 E
du

ca
ti

on
 Z

ho
u 

Ji’
s 

co
m

-
m

en
t o

n 
st

at
e-

sp
on

so
re

d
st

ud
en

ts
 in

 fi
na

nc
ia

l d
iff

i-
cu

lt
ie

s,
 T

he
 o

ff
ic

ia
l w

eb
si

te
of

 th
e 

M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 E
du

ca
ti

on
of

 P
R

 C
hi

na
, 1

2 
Se

pt
em

be
r

20
07

.



G
ru

nd
fr

ag
en

 u
nd

 T
re

nd
s

|
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l

bu
ild

in
g 

of
 c

ap
ac

ity
 in

 k
ey

 d
is

ci
pl

in
es

, e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 s

ci
en

tif
-

ic
 re

se
ar

ch
 a

nd
 su

pp
or

t f
or

 p
os

t-g
ra

du
at

e 
st

ud
en

ts
. T

he
se

ne
ed

 s
ig

ni
fic

an
t 

fu
nd

s 
if 

th
ey

 a
re

 t
o 

be
 s

us
ta

in
ed

. T
he

re
du

ct
io

n 
or

 e
ve

n 
ab

se
nc

e 
of

 su
ch

 fu
nd

s w
ill 

en
da

ng
er

 p
os

t-
gr

ad
ua

te
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

.

Th
e 

Vu
ln

er
ab

ili
ty

 o
f t

he
 A

ca
de

m
ic

 E
th

os
 

Th
e 

pr
os

pe
ct

 o
f u

ne
m

pl
oy

m
en

t f
or

 g
ra

du
at

es
 h

as
 s

te
ad

i-
ly

 in
cr

ea
se

d 
an

d 
th

e 
m

ot
iv

e 
fo

r e
nr

ol
m

en
t t

o 
un

iv
er

si
tie

s
ha

s 
ch

an
ge

d 
gr

ad
ua

lly
 a

s 
a 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
e.

 In
 2

00
6,

 a
 s

am
-

pl
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
of

 fi
ve

 u
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

 a
nd

 n
ea

rly
 o

ne
 th

ou
-

sa
nd

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
sh

ow
ed

 t
ha

t 
58

 p
er

 c
en

t 
of

 t
he

 s
tu

de
nt

s
ch

os
e 

po
st

-g
ra

du
at

e 
st

ud
y 

to
 e

va
de

 u
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t, 

an
d

in
 th

e 
lo

ng
er

-te
rm

 h
op

e 
of

 fi
nd

in
g 

a 
be

tte
r j

ob
 (1

0)
. C

on
-

si
de

rin
g 

th
at

 th
e 

pr
es

en
t f

in
an

ci
al

 c
ris

is
 p

ut
s 

m
or

e 
pr

es
-

su
re

 o
n 

th
e 

gr
ad

ua
te

 la
bo

ur
 m

ar
ke

t t
ha

n 
in

 2
00

6,
 it

 m
ay

be
 e

st
im

at
ed

 th
at

 th
e 

pr
op

or
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ith

 su
ch

an
 e

nr
ol

m
en

t m
ot

iv
e 

is
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

gr
ea

te
r t

od
ay

 th
an

 w
he

n
th

e 
su

rv
ey

 w
as

 c
on

du
ct

ed
. 

Ag
ai

n,
 a

nx
ie

ty
 is

 p
re

va
le

nt
 a

m
on

g 
gr

ad
ua

te
s 

an
d 

th
e

fin
an

ci
al

 c
ris

is
 d

ee
pe

ns
 th

is
 a

nx
ie

ty
, w

hi
ch

 is
 c

hi
ef

ly
 a

n 
“a

nx
-

ie
ty

 fo
r 

em
pl

oy
m

en
t”

. T
hi

s 
is

 a
 p

sy
ch

ol
og

ic
al

 b
ur

de
n 

fo
r

gr
ad

ua
te

s 
an

d 
pr

os
pe

ct
iv

e 
gr

ad
ua

te
s.

 T
he

y 
sp

en
d 

a 
lo

t o
f

tim
e 

an
d 

en
er

gy
 o

n 
jo

b 
se

ar
ch

, w
hi

ch
 in

flu
en

ce
s t

he
ir 

st
ud

-
ie

s 
an

d 
re

du
ce

s 
th

e 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

tr
ai

ni
ng

 q
ua

lit
y 

ev
en

-
tu

al
ly.

 T
he

 r
ea

liz
at

io
n 

th
at

 g
ra

du
at

io
n 

m
ay

 b
e 

th
e 

be
gi

n-
ni

ng
 o

f u
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t, 

a 
pr

os
pe

ct
 a

gg
ra

va
te

d 
by

 th
e 

fin
an

-
ci

al
 c

ris
is

, l
ea

ds
 to

 c
yn

ic
is

m
 a

nd
 a

 b
el

ie
f t

ha
t f

or
m

al
 s

tu
dy

an
d 

ac
ad

em
ic

 q
ua

lif
ic

at
io

ns
 a

re
 p

oi
nt

le
ss

 a
nd

 th
e 

m
ot

iv
a-

tio
n 

to
 s

tu
dy

 fa
lls

. 
As

 th
e 

pr
es

su
re

 o
f t

he
 c

ris
is

 in
te

ns
ifi

es
, u

til
ita

ria
ni

sm
’s

in
flu

en
ce

 o
n 

gr
ad

ua
te

s i
nc

re
as

es
. M

an
y s

tu
de

nt
s b

ec
om

e
ob

se
ss

ed
 w

ith
 si

m
pl

y “
ge

tti
ng

 th
e 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

tio
n”

 o
r i

n 
“p

as
s-

in
g 

ex
am

in
at

io
ns

” w
hi

ch
 a

re
 se

en
 to

 b
e 

of
 p

os
sib

le
 e

xc
ha

ng
e

va
lu

e;
 o

r t
he

y 
ch

oo
se

 s
ub

je
ct

s 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 le
ss

 d
em

an
di

ng
an

d 
in

 w
hi

ch
 it

 is
 e

as
ie

r t
o 

gr
ad

ua
te

. T
he

 in
te

lle
ct

ua
l i

nt
er

-
es

t i
n 

ac
ad

em
ic

 s
tu

dy
 d

ec
lin

es
 c

or
re

sp
on

di
ng

ly
 a

nd
 h

ig
h-

er
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

be
co

m
es

 e
qu

at
ed

 w
ith

 jo
b-

tra
in

in
g.

 Th
e 

lo
ng

er
-

te
rm

 sc
ie

nt
ifi

c 
an

d 
cu

ltu
ra

l d
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f s

tu
de

nt
s,

 in
st

i-
tu

tio
ns

 a
nd

 o
f 

Ch
in

es
e 

so
ci

et
y 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 is
 li

ke
ly

 t
o 

be
af

fe
ct

ed
 b

y 
su

ch
 a

tt
itu

de
s.

 

Th
e 

So
ci

al
 R

es
po

ns
ib

ili
tie

s 
of

 H
ig

he
r E

du
ca

tio
n

Th
e 

sy
st

em
 o

f 
Ch

in
es

e 
hi

gh
er

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
ha

s 
a 

gr
ea

te
r

so
ci

al
 re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

in
 th

e 
ci

rc
um

st
an

ce
s 

of
 fi

na
nc

ia
l c

ri-

si
s.

 O
n 

th
e 

on
e 

ha
nd

, s
uc

h 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

ca
n 

re
le

as
e 

so
m

e
em

pl
oy

m
en

t p
re

ss
ur

e,
 a

vo
id

 th
e 

w
as

te
 o

f h
ig

h-
le

ve
l t

al
en

ts
an

d 
re

du
ce

 t
he

 s
oc

ia
l p

ro
bl

em
s 

ar
ou

se
d 

by
 u

ne
m

pl
oy

-
m

en
t. 

Bu
t o

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r h

an
d,

 a
s 

a 
su

b-
sy

st
em

 o
f e

du
ca

-
tio

n,
 h

ig
he

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n’

s 
ca

pa
ci

ty
 f

or
 s

uc
h 

ab
so

rp
tio

n 
is

lim
ite

d 
an

d 
m

ig
ht

 p
re

ve
nt

 h
ig

he
r e

du
ca

tio
n 

fro
m

 c
ar

ry
in

g
ou

t 
its

 n
or

m
al

 t
ea

ch
in

g 
an

d 
re

se
ar

ch
 f

un
ct

io
ns

, w
hi

ch
w

ou
ld

 c
on

se
qu

en
tly

 e
nd

an
ge

r t
he

 q
ua

lit
y 

of
 s

uc
h 

ed
uc

a-
tio

n 
an

d 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

un
fa

vo
ur

ab
le

 fo
r i

ts
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t.

N
ev

er
th

el
es

s 
th

e 
fin

an
ci

al
 c

ris
is

 a
ls

o 
of

fe
rs

 o
pp

or
tu

-
ni

tie
s.

 A
fte

r 
th

irt
y 

ye
ar

s 
of

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t, 
Ch

in
a’

s 
hi

gh
er

ed
uc

at
io

n 
ha

s 
es

ta
bl

is
he

d 
ex

pe
rt

is
e 

in
 a

 n
um

be
r o

f h
ig

h-
le

ve
l d

is
ci

pl
in

es
, w

ith
 a

 fi
rm

 re
se

ar
ch

 b
as

e.
 C

hi
na

’s
 h

ig
he

r
ed

uc
at

io
n 

is
 e

qu
ip

pe
d 

fo
r s

tu
dy

in
g 

an
d 

so
lv

in
g 

co
m

pl
ic

at
-

ed
 s

oc
ia

l i
ss

ue
s 

an
d 

te
ch

ni
ca

l p
ro

bl
em

s.
 A

s 
pa

rt
 o

f h
ig

he
r

ed
uc

at
io

n,
 p

os
t-g

ra
du

at
e 

ed
uc
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io

n 
in

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 sh

ou
ld

er
s

ob
lig

at
io

ns
 o

f 
sc

ie
nt

ifi
c 

re
se

ar
ch

, o
f 

ec
on

om
ic

 d
ev

el
op

-
m

en
t 

an
d 

of
 s

oc
ia

l s
er

vi
ce

. C
o-

op
er

at
io

n 
in

 t
he

se
 a

re
as

w
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

th
e 
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so

ci
at

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

hi
gh

er
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

an
d

ec
on

om
y a

nd
 so

ci
et

y s
tro

ng
er

 a
nd

 av
oi

d 
th

e 
pe

rc
ep

tio
n 

th
at

hi
gh

er
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

is
 d

et
ac

he
d 

fro
m

 a
ct

ua
l p

ub
lic

 n
ee

ds
.

Se
co

nd
ly,

 su
ch

 c
o-

op
er

at
io

n 
w

ou
ld

 st
im

ul
at

e 
m

or
e 

sc
i-

en
tif

ic
 r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

gr
ea

te
r 

in
ve

st
m

en
t f

ro
m

 b
ot

h 
St

at
e

an
d 

pr
iva

te
 e

nt
er

pr
ise

, w
hi

ch
 w

ou
ld

 re
du

ce
 th

e 
cu

rre
nt

 fi
na

n-
ci

al
 te

ns
io

n.
 T

hi
rd

ly
, i

t w
ou

ld
 p

ro
vi

de
 g

ra
du

at
es

 b
ot

h 
w

ith
th

e 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 t
o 

do
 r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

to
 e

ng
ag

e 
in

 s
oc

ia
l

pr
ac

tic
e 

an
d 

in
 e

nt
re

pr
en

eu
rs

hi
p.

 F
ou

rt
hl

y,
 g

re
at

er
 c

o-
op

er
at

io
n 

w
ou

ld
 e

nh
an

ce
 th

e 
so

ci
al

 in
flu

en
ce

 o
f h

ig
he

r e
du

-
ca

tio
n 

an
d 

its
 c

ur
re

nt
 s

ta
tu

s 
in

 t
he

 e
ye

s 
of

 t
he

 C
hi

ne
se

pe
op

le
. 

Th
e 

St
ru

ct
ur

al
 A

dj
us

tm
en

t o
f C

hi
ne

se
 H

ig
he

r
Ed

uc
at

io
n

Th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
of

 C
hi

ne
se

 h
ig

he
r e

du
ca

tio
n 

co
nd

iti
on

s 
its

fu
nc

tio
n 

an
d 

de
te

rm
in

es
 th

e 
qu

al
ity

 o
f i

ts
 g

ra
du

at
es

 a
nd

th
e 

so
ci

al
 b

en
ef

its
 th

ey
 b

rin
g.

 It
 w

as
 c

on
st

ru
ct

ed
 o

n 
th

e
ba

si
s 

of
 a

 p
la

nn
ed

 e
co

no
m

y 
an

d 
is

 s
ee

ki
ng

 to
 a

da
pt

 d
ur

-
in

g 
Ch

in
a’

s 
m

ov
e 

to
 a

 m
ar

ke
t a

nd
 g

lo
ba

liz
ed

 e
co

no
m

y.
 It

pl
ay

s 
a 

fu
nd

am
en

ta
l r

ol
e 

in
 s

at
is

fy
in

g 
th

e 
ne

ed
 o

f t
he

 C
hi

-
ne

se
 s

oc
ie

ty
 fo

r h
ig

h-
le

ve
l t

al
en

t. 
Bu

t, 
co

ns
id

er
in

g 
ch

an
g-

in
g 

de
m

an
ds

, t
he

 e
xi

st
in

g 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

st
ill 

sh
ow

s s
om

e 
in

co
m

-
pa

tib
ili

ty
 w

ith
 th

e 
ne

w
 C

hi
ne

se
 la

bo
ur

 m
ar

ke
t. 

Th
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 c
ris

is
 is

 c
om

pe
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ng
 C

hi
na

’s
 h

ig
he

r e
du

-
ca

tio
n 

sy
st

em
 to

 a
dj

us
t. 

Fi
rs

t, 
th

e 
or

ig
in

al
 b

al
an

ce
 b

et
w

ee
n

ec
on

om
ic

 a
nd

 s
oc

ia
l n

ee
ds

 a
nd

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f k
no

w
l-

ed
ge

 a
nd

 s
ki

lls
 th

ro
ug

h 
hi

gh
er

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
ha

s 
be

en
 a

ffe
ct

-

34
W
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te
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g
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G
ru

nd
fr

ag
en

 u
nd

 T
re

nd
s

|
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l

ed
. A

s 
th

e 
pr

ov
id

er
 o

f h
ig

h-
le

ve
l t

al
en

t, 
hi

gh
er

 e
du

ca
tio

n
m

us
t a

ch
ie

ve
 a

 n
ew

 b
al

an
ce

 s
o 

th
at

 p
ub

lic
 n

ee
ds

 c
an

 b
e

sa
tis

fie
d 

ef
fe

ct
ive

ly.
 S

ec
on

dl
y,

 th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 th
e

ec
on

om
y 

tr
ig

ge
re

d 
by

 th
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 c
ris

is
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

 re
al

is
tic

ba
si

s 
fo

r h
ig

he
r e

du
ca

tio
n’

s 
ow

n 
st

ru
ct

ur
al

 a
dj

us
tm

en
ts
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Ch
an

ge
s 

in
 A

ca
de

m
ic

 E
m

pl
oy

m
en

t 

Th
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 c
ris

is
 b

ro
ug

ht
 m

an
y W

es
te

rn
 u

ni
ve

rs
iti

es
 a

nd
co

lle
ge

s 
in

to
 s

er
io

us
 fi

na
nc

ia
l d

iff
ic

ul
tie

s 
an

d 
fo

rc
ed

 th
em

to
 a

do
pt

 v
ar

io
us

 c
or

re
sp

on
di

ng
 s

ol
ut

io
ns

. L
et

 u
s 

ta
ke

 th
e

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 a

s 
an

 e
xa

m
pl

e.
 M

an
y 

un
iv

er
si

tie
s 

be
ga

n 
to

pr
un

e 
bu

dg
et

s 
th

or
ou

gh
ly

, r
ed

uc
e 

th
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f p
la

nn
ed

en
ro

lle
d 

st
ud

en
ts

 t
o 

m
or

e 
m

an
ag

ea
bl

e 
le

ve
ls

, f
ro

ze
 t

he
em

pl
oy

m
en

t 
of

 a
ll 

bu
t 

es
se

nt
ia

l s
ta

ff,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

m
ak

in
g

st
af

f 
re

du
nd

an
t, 

re
du

ce
d 

ex
pe

nd
itu

re
s,

 p
os

tp
on

e 
co

n-
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 o
r e

xp
an

si
on

 p
la

ns
 (1

1)
. O

n 
th

e 
on

e 
ha

nd
, t

hi
s

re
du

ct
io

n 
of

 e
nr

ol
m

en
t w

ill
 m

ea
n 

a 
re

du
ct

io
n 

in
 th

e 
ne

ed
fo

r s
ta

ff.
 O

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r h

an
d,

 th
e 

st
af

f t
ha

t r
em

ai
n 

in
 s

er
-

vi
ce

 a
ls

o 
fa

ce
 p

re
ss

ur
es

, s
uc

h 
as

 s
al

ar
y 

ca
ps

 a
nd

 th
e 

la
ck

of
 p

ro
m

ot
io

n 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
. 

Co
m

pa
re

d 
w

ith
 s

om
e 

W
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te
rn

 c
ou

nt
rie

s,
 C

hi
na

 p
ro

-
vi

de
s 

a 
be

tte
r e

nv
iro

nm
en

t f
or

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

ta
le

nt
s.

 F
ro

m
 a

m
ac

ro
 p

oi
nt

 o
f v

ie
w

, t
ho

ug
h 

af
fe

ct
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 c
ri-

si
s,

 C
hi

na
’s

 s
oc

ie
ty

 is
 s

til
l b

al
an

ce
d 

an
d 

th
e 

ec
on

om
y 

is
st

ill
 d

ev
el

op
in

g.
 In
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00

8,
 th

e 
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f G
D

P 
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he
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9 

pe
r

ce
nt

 a
nd

 C
hi

na
 c

on
tin

ue
d 

to
 o

pe
n 

its
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e 
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 th

e 
w
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.
Fo

r e
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m
pl

e,
 s

oo
n 
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r t
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 o
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et
 o

f t
he

 fi
na
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ia

l c
ris

is
,

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l t
al

en
t c

on
tin

ue
d 

to
 fl

ow
 in

to
 C

hi
na

’s
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ur

m
ar

ke
t. 
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co
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in

g 
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ff
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l s
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 m

or
e 

th
an

 f
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y
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s p

ro
fe
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na
ls

 re
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st
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ed
 to
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nd
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bs

 in
Ch

in
a 

in
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00
8 

(1
2)

. F
ro

m
 a

 m
ic

ro
 p

oi
nt

 o
f v

ie
w

, t
he

 fi
na

n-
ci

al
 c

ris
is

 d
id

 n
ot

 in
flu

en
ce

 th
e 

sc
op

e 
of

 C
hi

na
’s
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os

t-g
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d-
ua

te
 g

ra
du

at
e 

ed
uc

at
io

n.
 In

st
ea

d,
 it

s 
co

nt
in

ui
ng

 d
ev

el
op

-
m

en
t m
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e 
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e 

de
m

an
d 
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 u

ni
ve
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es
 fo

r h
ig

h-
le

ve
l t

ea
ch

-
er

s 
m

uc
h 

m
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e 
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ge
nt

. 

H
ig

he
r E
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tio
n 
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d 
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na

l T
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in
in

g

Ch
in
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s 
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em
s 

of
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ig
he

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 
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 v

oc
at

io
na

l
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ng
 s

til
l l
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k 

st
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te
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c 
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er
al

l c
o-
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na
tio

n 
an

d 
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l-
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ra

tio
n 

is
 in
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eq

ua
te

 g
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en
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ng
-te
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 n

ee
ds

. G
ra

du
-

at
es

 la
ck

 sy
st

em
at

ic
 vo

ca
tio

na
l p
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ns

 a
nd

 w
or

k 
di

re
ct

io
ns

;
hi

gh
er

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
cu

rr
ic

ul
a 

do
 n

ot
 s

uf
fic

ie
nt

ly
 t

ak
e 

in
to
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co

un
t t

he
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ke
ly

 n
at

ur
e 
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 fu

tu
re

 e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t; 
th

e 
nu

m
-

be
r o

f h
ig

h-
le

ve
l v

oc
at

io
na

l t
ra

in
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g 
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itu

tio
ns

 is
 li

m
ite

d
an

d 
th

e 
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m
in
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tr

at
iv

e 
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em
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f v
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at

io
na

l t
ra

in
in

g 
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s

m
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h 
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om
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pr
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t; 
gr
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ua

te
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

is
 d
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-
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nn

ec
te

d 
fro

m
 v

oc
at

io
na

l c
ap

ab
ili

ty
 c

er
tif

ic
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io
n.

 S
uc

h
pr

ob
le

m
s 
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su

lt 
in

 a
 d

ef
ic

ie
nc

y 
in

 g
ra

du
at

es
’ c

ap
ac

ity
 fo

r
ef

fe
ct

ive
 e

m
pl
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m

en
t, 

w
hi
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f t

he
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t m
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e
it 
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ffi
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lt 
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r t

he
m

 to
 fi

nd
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.

Th
e 

fin
an
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al

 c
ris

is
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 s
uc

h 
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nt
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tio
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 a
nd
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ra
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ed
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e 
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-
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In
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an
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00
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 t
he

 G
en

er
al

 O
ffi

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
St

at
e

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f C
hi

na
 p

ub
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he
d 

a 
no

tic
e 

on
 T

he
 E

nf
or

ce
-

m
en

t 
of

 U
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

’ G
ra

du
at

e 
St

ud
en

ts
’ E

m
pl

oy
m

en
t

w
hi

ch
 e

m
ph

as
ize

d 
th

e 
ne

ed
 to

 im
pr

ov
e 

th
e 

em
pl

oy
m

en
t

ca
pa
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ty

 o
f 

st
ud

en
ts

. T
he

 n
ot

ic
e 

in
cl

ud
es

 t
he

 f
ol

lo
w

in
g

m
ea

su
re

s:
 o

rg
an

iz
e 

pr
ac

tic
al

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

;
tr

an
si

tio
na

l t
ra

in
in

g 
fo

r 
un

em
pl

oy
ed

 g
ra

du
at

es
 a

nd
 t

he
br

oa
de

ni
ng

 o
f 

th
e 

ge
ne

ra
l p

ra
ct

ic
e 

ba
se

 f
or

 g
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du
at

es
.

Th
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M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
al

so
 a

dv
an

ce
d 

m
ea

su
re

s 
to

im
pr

ov
e 

th
e 

pr
os

pe
ct

s 
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 g
ra

du
at

e 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t i
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lu
di

ng
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ec
ifi

c 
de

m
an

ds
 f

or
 im

pr
ov

in
g 

gr
ad

ua
te

 e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t
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an

ce
 s

er
vi

ce
s,

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

de
ve

lo
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ng
 th

e 
w

or
ki

ng
 a
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l-

iti
es

 o
f g

ra
du

at
es

. 

Fu
tu

re
 C

ha
lle

ng
es

 fo
r t

he
 E

du
ca

tio
na

l S
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te
m

In
 C

hi
na

, a
s 

el
se

w
he

re
 in

 th
e 

w
or

ld
, h

ig
he

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

is
st

ill
 a

n 
él

ite
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

an
d 

m
os

t 
gr

ad
ua

te
s 

w
ill

 p
la

y 
an

im
po

rt
an

t r
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e 
in

 e
co

no
m

ic
 a

nd
 s

oc
ia

l d
ev

el
op

m
en

t. 
Ch

i-
na

’s
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an
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tio
n 
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 a

 m
ar

ke
t e

co
no

m
y 

sy
st

em
 is

 s
til

l i
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om
-

pl
et

e.
 O

ne
 im

po
rt

an
t c
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lle

ng
e 

is
 to

 p
re

pa
re

 s
uc

h 
gr

ad
u-
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es

 fo
r t

he
ir 

so
ci

al
 re
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on
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bi

lit
ie

s i
n 

an
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 c

om
-

pe
tit

iv
e 

m
ar

ke
t e

co
no

m
y.

 A
 s

ec
on

d 
ch
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le

ng
e 

is
 fo

r h
ig

h-
er

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
to

 tu
rn

 a
w

ay
 fr

om
 si

m
pl

e 
ex

pa
ns

io
n 

an
d 

fo
cu

s
on

 t
he

 in
te

ns
iv

e 
an

d 
qu

al
ita

tiv
e 

de
ve
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en
t 
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hi
na
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un
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 a
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 c
ol

le
ge

s.
 Th

is 
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n 
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ur
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 th
e 

fin
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-
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al
 c

ris
is

. Y
et

, a
s 

hi
gh

er
 e

du
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tio
n 

al
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 h
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 a
n 

ob
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at
io

n
of

 to
 h

el
p 

m
iti

ga
te

 u
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m
pl
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m

en
t p
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ss

ur
es

, i
t i

s 
pr

ob
a-

bl
e 

th
at

 th
e 

sy
st

em
 w

ill
 c

on
tin

ue
 to

 e
xp

an
d 

w
hi

le
, i

n 
th

e
m

os
t 

ad
va

nc
ed

 p
ar

ts
 o

f t
he

 s
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te
m

 a
t 

le
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t, 
se

ek
in

g 
to

im
pr

ov
e 

qu
al

ity
. T

he
 la
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r w

ill
 b

ec
om

e 
im

pe
ra

tiv
e,

 a
s 
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i-

na
’s

 m
os

t 
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es
tig
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us

 u
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ve
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iti
es

 c
om

pe
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